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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Action is in response to an Application filed on April 20, 2007. Claims 1 -1 1 
are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 9 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Claims 9 and 11 recite "translation section for..." and "data 
carrier section for..." but do not appear to be tied to a piece of hardware or are 
hardware per se. The "translation section" and "data carrier section" appear to be 
software. Software that is not embodied on a non-transitory media is not patentable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete 
for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between the 
elements. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted elements are: Claim 1 recites in the third 
limitation "segment isolated from both the open network layer and the network layer 
located inside", but does not specify where this "inside" location is. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1,5,7, and 1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated 
by Fischer et al. (US 2008/001591 5 A1 ). 

With respect to claim 1 , Fischer discloses: 

• a client terminal (buyers) possessed by an order source {marketplace) 
connected to an open network layer {WAN), the client terminal being 
equipped with an application for realizing an architecture of a peer-to-peer 
network architecture, and serving as a member participating in the peer- 
to-peer network ([001 7], buyers may be arranged in a peer-to-peer 
architecture); 

• an order reception database (database) connected to a network layer (can 
be LAN) located inside an order reception base (suppliers) as a segment 
isolated from the open network layer, the order reception database being 
equipped with the application connecting to the client terminal by a peer- 
to-peer connection upon execution of the application by the client terminal, 
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the order reception database recording data sent from the client terminal 
and reading data to be sent out of from the recorded data ([0017], [0022], 
and [0034], data from suppliers and buyers is stored in a database, 
wherein, the database is behind a firewall to prevent unauthorized 
access); 

• a node (file server) connected to an intermediate network layer (DMZ) at 
the order reception base serving as a segment isolated from both the 
open network layer and the network layer located inside, the node 
collecting and temporally maintaining the data sent from the client terminal 
or the data read out of the order reception database and transferring the 
data to an appropriate destination ([0020], DMZ region provides additional 
security to a LAN and is also isolated from a WAN). 
With respect to claim 5, Fischer discloses wherein the nodes are classified into 
a collector node (file server) composed of an information processing apparatus for 
collecting and temporarily maintaining data sent from the client terminal or data read 
out of the order reception database and a master node composed of an information 
processing apparatus for performing authentication of access to the order reception 
database to transfer the data maintained by the collector node to an appropriate 
destination (node on DMZ to allow access) ([0020]) 

With respect to claim 7, Fischer discloses the open network layer is defined as 
a WAN layer and the inside network layer is defined as a LAN layer, and the 
intermediate network layer is defined as a DMZ layer ([0017]). 
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With respect to claim 10, the limitations of claim 10 is similar to the limitations 
of claim 1 . Therefore, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. 
Please see rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 2-4, 6, 8-9, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over unpatentable over Fischer et al. (US 2008/001 591 5 A1 ), in view of 
Burton (US 2002/0007321 A1). 

With respect to claim 2, Fischer discloses: 

• a data carrier function as a base function for maintaining security beyond a 
firewall as well as reliably transmitting and receiving data ([0020]); 

• a database management function for receiving data received upon execution 
of the data carrier function, for capturing the data in a predetermined area of a 
database, and for retrieving data recorded in the database ([0022]). 

Fischer does not explicitly disclose: 

• a screen function for providing a data recording function and a data display 
function; 
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• a translation function for receiving data recorded upon execution of the 
screen function or arbitrarily-created data and for converting the data into a 
format comprehensible to the order reception database; 

However, Burton discloses: 

• a screen function for providing a data recording function and a data display 
function ([0157]); 

• a translation function for receiving data recorded upon execution of the 
screen function or arbitrarily-created data and for converting the data into a 
format comprehensible to the order reception database ([0153]); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Fischer with the teachings of 
Burton to provide a translation function for converting data into a compatible format, 
because it will allow for the data to be understood in a native format. 

With respect to claim 3, Fischer does not explicitly disclose wherein the client 
terminal executes the translation function to receive the data recorded upon execution 
of the screen function or the arbitrarily-created data and to convert the data into a 
format comprehensible to the order reception database, and wherein the client terminal 
executes the data carrier function to establish a connect session to the order reception 
database through the node and to send the data converted with the translation 
function. 

However, Burton discloses the client terminal executes the translation function to 
receive the data recorded upon execution of the screen function or the arbitrarily- 
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created data and to convert the data into a format comprehensible to the order 
reception database, and wherein the client terminal executes the data carrier function 
to establish a connect session to the order reception database through the node and to 
send the data converted with the translation function ([0152]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Fischer with the teachings of 
Burton to provide a translation function for converting data into a compatible format, 
because it will allow for the data to be understood in a native format. 

With respect to claim 4, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 2 
above. Please see rejection. 

With respect to claim 6, Fischer discloses an order reception base terminal 
connected to an in-house network at an order reception base connected to the open 
network layer, the intermediate network layer, and the inside network layer though a 
firewall, the order reception base terminal equipped with the application ([0022] and 
[0034]). 

Fischer does not explicitly disclose wherein the order reception base terminal at 
least displays on a screen ordering data received through the node according to 
ordering to manage an ordering condition. 

However, Burton discloses the order reception base terminal at least displays on 
a screen ordering data received through the node according to ordering to manage an 
ordering condition ([0157]). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Fischer with the teachings of 
Burton to provide a screen for displaying ordering data received, because it will allow 
for the client to view the ordered data. 

With respect to claim 9, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 
above for the limitations that are found to be similar. 

Fischer does not explicitly disclose: 

• a screen section for executing a screen function defined as a function of the 
application and providing a data recording function and a data display 
function ; 

• a translation section for executing a translation function defined as a function 
of the application by receiving the data recorded upon execution of the screen 
function or the arbitrarily-created data, and by converting the data in a format 
comprehensible to an order reception database at an order reception base; 

• wherein the translation section executes the translation function to convert the 
data recorded upon execution of the screen function or the arbitrarily-created 
data in the format comprehensible to the order reception database, and 
wherein the data carrier section executes the data carrier function to send the 
converted data by establishing a connect session to the order reception 
database. 

However, Burton discloses: 
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• a screen section for executing a screen function defined as a function of the 
application and providing a data recording function and a data display 
function ([0157] and [0270]-[0271], display for order selection and 
presentation); 

• a translation section for executing a translation function defined as a function 
of the application by receiving the data recorded upon execution of the screen 
function or the arbitrarily-created data, and by converting the data in a format 
comprehensible to an order reception database at an order reception base 
([0153], translation of order information into a compatible format for the 
supplier system); 

• wherein the translation section executes the translation function to convert the 
data recorded upon execution of the screen function or the arbitrarily-created 
data in the format comprehensible to the order reception database, and 
wherein the data carrier section executes the data carrier function to send the 
converted data by establishing a connect session to the order reception 
database ([0153]-[0155]), translation of order information into a compatible 
format of the supplier system and sending the order information to the 
supplier system); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Fischer with the teachings of 
Burton to provide a translation function for converting data into a compatible format, 
because it will allow for the data to be understood in a native format. 
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With respect to claims 8 and 1 1 , the limitations of these claims are similar to 
the limitations of claims 1 and 9 combined. Therefore, the claims are rejected for the 
same reasons as claims 1 and 9 above. Please see rejection. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esther Benoit whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3807. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 7:30 
a.m and 5 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Asad M. Nawaz can be reached on 571-272-3988. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
E.B. 

July 22, 2010 

/Asad M Nawaz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2442 



